The title compound, C 20 H 23 N 3 O 6 ÁCH 3 OH was synthesized by [3 + 2] cycloaddition of (Z)-2,3-bis(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)-acrylonitrile with sodium azide and ammonium chloride in DMF/water. The central nitrogen of the triazole ring is protonated. The dihedral angles between the triazole ring and the 3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl ring planes are 34.31 (4) and 45.03 (5) , while that between the 3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl rings is 51.87 (5) . In the crystal, the molecules, along with two methanol solvent molecules are linked into an R 4 4 (10) centrosymmetric dimer by N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
The synthetic procedure has been described by Madadi et al. (2014) and by Penthala et al. (2014) . For structure-related activity, see: Young & Chaplin (2004) ; Pettit et al. (1995) ; Hsieh et al. (2005) ; Carr et al. (2010) ; Banimustafa et al. (2013) ; Demchuk et al. (2014) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Sheldrick, 2008b) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELX (Sheldrick, 2008b) .
Experimental 2.1. Crystal data

S1. Comment
Antimitotic agents are a major class of anticancer drugs that target the microtubules. There are three major binding sites on tubulin, namely the colchicine, taxane and vinca domains. Lately, anti-mitotic agents such as combretastatin A-4 that bind to the colchicine binding site are receiving much attention due to their potent anticancer and antiangiogenic properties. Combretastatin A-4 is a cis configured natural product extracted from the South African willow tree combretum caffrum (Pettit et al., 1995) . Its phosphate prodrug (CA-4P) is currently in phase 3 clinical trials for anaplastic thyroid cancer, and it has successfully arrested tumor growth in a wide spectrum of tumor models (Young and Chaplin, 2004) . However, recent studies have reported the chemical instability of CA-4 due to cis-trans isomerization to the more thermodynamically stable, but less potent, trans-CA-4 isomer (Hsieh et al., 2005) . Recently, much research has been conducted to stabilize the cis configuration by replacing the ethylene bridge with heterocyclic ring systems, including thiazoles, tetrazoles, imidazoles, pyrazoles, oxazolones, triazoles, and furanones (Carr et al., 2010; Banimustafa et al., 2013; Demchuk et al., 2014) . One approach we are exploring is the replacement of the ethylene bridge in the cis stilbene scaffold with a triazole moiety to produce geometrically stable triazole analogs of CA4 with improved water solubility.
The title compound structure determination was performed to determine unequivocally the position of the hydrogen atom on the triazole ring system, which cannot be easily determined by NMR spectroscopy, and to obtain detailed information on the structural conformation of the molecule that may be useful in structure-activity relationship (SAR)
analysis. The title compound was synthesized in two steps as described by Madadi et al., 2014 and Penthala et al., 2014) .
In the first step, (Z) -2,3-bis(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl) acrylonitrile was synthesized by reacting 2-(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)acetonitrile with 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde in 5% NaOMe in methanol to afford the product in 85% yield. In the second step 4,5-bis(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)-2H-1,2,3-triazole was synthesized by refluxing a mixture of (Z)-2,3-bis- 
S2. Experimental
A mixture of (Z)-2,3-bis(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)acrylonitrile, sodium azide and ammonium chloride in a mole ratio of 1:3:3, respectively, was refluxed in 10% aqueous DMF for 5 hrs. bis(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)-acrylonitrile strating material had completely disappeared, cold water was added and the mixture was stirred over 10-15 min, during which the final product precipitated out. The product was purified by flash column chromatography utilizing ethyl acetate/methanol to afford 4,5-bis(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)-2H-1,2,3-triazole in 64% yield. Crystallization from methanol afforded a white crystalline product: 4,5-bis(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)-2H-1,2,3-triazole methanolate, which was suitable for X-ray crystallographic analysis. 
S3. Refinement
H atoms were found in difference Fourier maps. Those bonded to carbon and oxygen were subsequently placed at idealized positions with constrained distances of 0.98 Å (RCH 3 ), 0.95 Å (C sp2 H) and 0.84 Å (OH), while the nitrogenbound H atom position was refined. U iso (H) values were set to either 1.2U eq or 1.5U eq (RCH 3 , OH) of the attached atom.
Figure 1
A view of the asymmetric unit of the structure with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level and a hydrogen bond is drawn as a dashed line. Special details Experimental. The crystal was mounted with polyisobutene oil on the tip of a fine glass fibre, fastened in a copper mounting pin with electrical solder. It was placed directly into the cold stream of a liquid nitrogen based cryostat. Diffraction data were collected with the crystal at 90 K, which is standard practice in this laboratory for the majority of flash-cooled crystals. 
